
About your Mac
Helpful nuggets of information for PowerPC systems

Operating systems to install:

Installing Apple's OS X on these systems will provide a reliable and easy-to-use experience. 
 Free Geek is unable to provide copies of OS X, nor is it able to distribute systems with OS X 
installed on them.  There are several places one could obtain OS X from: a friend, 
Craigslist, eBay, Apple (depending on your system), the Internet, etc.  Ultimately, where 
you elect to acquire OS X from is your business.  Please be aware that the installation and 
usage of OS X requires agreeing to Apple's Software License Agreement.

For the adventurous, installing an open source operating system on a Mac may present 
an interesting and educational opportunity, especially as a community contributor.  If this 
is something you're interested in doing, check your favorite distros for PowerPC releases.

NO OPERATING SYSTEM IS INSTALLED:

The Mac you have chosen to purchase contains a PowerPC processor.  A PowerPC 
processor implements a specific type of computer architecture that is different from that 
of your standard computer and requires specifically-developed software.

Apple decided to stop producing systems with PowerPC processors in 2005 and has since 
phased out support for the architecture in newer releases of Apple OS X.  Additionally, 
support for PowerPC architecture is decreasing in the open source community. 

As a result, Free Geek has decided to stop installing operating systems on PowerPC 
systems.  However, we are still building and fully testing systems with this architecture for 
sale.

Which version of OS X to install:

The following is a list of the latest versions of OS X that can be installed on these systems:

Single G4 processor < 867 MHz: OS X 10.4 (Tiger)
Single G4 processor >= 867 MHz: OS X 10.5 (Leopard)
Dual G4 processor, any speed: OS X 10.5 (Leopard)
G5 processor, any number, any speed : OS X 10.5 (Leopard)

Versions of OS X beyond 10.5 will not work with PowerPC systems.



How to use Disk Utility:

If you are installing OS X on a system that has another operating system installed on it 
already, or has had a blank hard disk drive (or HDD) installed, you may need to prepare 
the HDD for the OS X installation by using Disk Utility.  If no HDD is present when you reach 
the "Select a Destination" step of the OS X installation, it is a clear indicator that the HDD 
has not been prepared yet.  To prepare the HDD:

How to install OS X on a PowerPC system:

1. Insert your OS X install disc into your system
2. Restart your system and boot from the OS X install disc
   * Hold the C key on your keyboard
   * Alternately, hold the Option key on your keyboard to use the Startup Manager
3. Wait for the OS X installer to load
4. Follow the onscreen instructions
5. Select a destination
   * If no destination disk is present, see the "How to use Disk Utility" section of this brochure
6. Wait for the installation to complete
   * The system will automatically restart once the installation is complete
7. Follow the Setup Assistant's onscreen instructions to set up your new installation

Launch Disk Utility from the OS X install disk:

Once Disk Utility is open,
(1) Select the HDD from the left sidebar
(2) Click the Erase tab in the window
(3) Make sure the Volume Format setting is 
as shown
(4) Enter a new name for your volume
(5) Click on the Erase button

Once the Erase process is complete, you can close Disk Utility.  Your HDD should now be 
present in the "Select a Destination" step, and you may continue with the installation.




